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The government of God an occaſian of joy to 
, mankind. . 


A 


' THANKSGIVING SERMON. 


— N — 


Tue progreſs of human life is di- 
verſified with different ſcenes, and marked by ſuch 
ſucceſſive ſtages, as to bear a very cloſe analogy. 
and reſemblance, to the various temporary ſchemes 
and enterpriſes among mankind. In all theſe there 

is always an object firſt propoſed to the mind; 
then follows the meant moſt luitable for its at- 
tainment z—after this, all that remains, is to put 
theſe means into execution, for the accompliſh- 
ment and acquiſition of the defired end. 

Theſe circumſtances leverally attend the life of 
man. The journey, of Fife is an enterpriſe which 
he undertakes by the command of his maker, in 
his creation. The object preſented to his mind is 
the perfection of his nature, and conſequent hap- 
pineſs; - the mean, by which this is to be attained, 
is by rendering a uniform obedience to the will of 
God. The proper way for executing this, is by. | 
enlightening the underſtanding, ſo as to compre- 
hend the deſign of our creation ;—balancing, and 
harmonizing all the powers of the mind, and af- 
fections of the heart, ſo as to give the operations of 
truth their duc and ſuitable influence. 
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71TRoUT theſe leading ſteps the mind is left to 


forgets, or miſconceives the-means, by which it is 
to be attained ; —and is wholly diſqualified for 
purſuing any confiſtent meaſvres in the accompliſh 
ment of the propoſed end. He may have fluctu- 
ating and confuſed notzons of the deſign of his 
creation ;—he may be charmed with indigeſted 
views of happineſs, as an excellent ſomething, of 
- which he knows nothing, but merely the'name ;— 
et, in all his t fforts for its attainment, he will be 
like a thoughtleſs traveller, heedleſsly purſuing big 


journey to a diſtant country, of which he knows moſt {| 
neither the diſtance, point of compals, or the road ligiou 
which leads to it. „„ overri 
Bron we ſet out in the execution of a project. quent 
ed ſcheme, eſpecially if it be a ſcheme of any con- Na futu 
ſiderable importance, and in which we feel our- God; 
felves deeply concerned, we uſually eſteem it pru-' W eviſh ; 
dent to ſit down deliberately, and calculate the coſt: MW neſs, b 
of its execution ;—the time neceflary for its per- IM cate, © 
formance ;—the labor required for its accompliſh-- ſulting 
- . ment;—the difficulties moſt likely to impede our If the pre 
progreſs.;—the means by which they may moſt I gine tl 
ſucceſstully be evaded ;—the difadvantages con- I neſs, v 
ſequent upon failure ;—and the benefits reſult - let me 
ing from its full accompliſhment. - When all theſe which 
things have been raken into due conſideration, we world 
feel ourſelves prepared to enter on the execution man to 
of our deſigned enterpriſ GGG. ! red for 


. JusT analogus to this, my hearers, is the labo- Soon 
rious enterpriſe of humao liſe. It is an enterpriſe I per to 
of great importance, and in which we are deeply in purſ 

concerned, becauſe of the ſolemn conſequences an- I the hig 

nexed to its termination, We are bound delibe - of perf, 
rately to calculate the coſt of irs due execution, be- paſſage, 

cauſe in caſe of one failure we cannot go back and ſpirits a 

begin anew; nor can we proceed without the terrors 


A 


greateſt conceivable embarraſſments. The time 
neceffary for its performance is the whole of hu« 
man life 3 ſo that we have no time to ſpare from 


dur work, and the loſs of a moment might deſtroy 


all paſt aud future exertions. The labor then 
required for its accompliſhment, ought to engage 
our early and conſtant attention. The difficulties 
moſt likely to impede our progreſs, are the temp- 


tations of the world ;—the prevalence of animal 


paſſion; and the deluſions and artifices of the 
great adverſary of man, executed by the miniſtra- 
tion of evil ſpirits. The means by which they may 
moſt ſucceſsfully be evaded, are thoſe of prayer, re- 
ligious contemplation, and dependence upon God's 
overruling providence.” The diladvantages conſe- 
quent upon our failure involve all the miſeries of 
a future life. Baniſhment from the preſence of 
God ; deſtitution of virtue and holineſs; - an- 
guiſh and re morſe of conſciende; and wretched- 


neſs, beyond the power of language to communi. 


cate, or thought to conceive. The benefits re- 
ſultiog from its full accompliſhment are all that 
the preſence and favor of God can beſtow. Ima- 
gine the higheſt. and moſt perfect ſtate of happi- 
neſs, which the mind can poflibly delineate; and 
jet me tell you it is all this, and more than all this, 
whieh is laid up in ſtore for you. For, ſince the 
world began, has it not entered into the heart of 
man to conceive the thing which God hath prepa- 
red for thoſe who love him. 0 | 


- 'Svcn'refleQtions as theie are ſuitable and pro- 


per to enable us to ſet out with favorable proſpects 


in purſuit of lite's great end. On the one hand, 


the high and in valuable eſtimation of the reward 
of perſeverence will ſmooth the rough and tedious 
Fallage, animate all our exertions, and cheer our 
ſpirits along the dreaty way, On the other, the 


terrors inſeparably connected with negligence and 
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inattention will urge and quicken the tardy powers 
of human nature, chaſtiſe every wandering ſuggeſ. 
tion, and ſpeed. the laging mind with the fleeting 
ſteps of time. Thus invited by the charms of im- 


mortal glory and happineſs, and guided in out 


warfare, by the friendly patronage of guardian 
ſpirits, we ſhall be doubly fortified for ſnunning the 
dangers, and avoiding all the fatal evils lurking in 
our way and beſetting our paſſage, . -, _ 

Taz analogy. between the life of man, and our 
temporary inventions and purſuits, may, with phi. 
loſophical precition, be ſtill further traced and ap- 
plied. By reaſon of the conſtitutional imperfec- 


tion attached to the human underſtanding, and 


the various adventitious circumſtances. of its weak. 


"nels, debility, and expoſedneſs to error, there is 


great danger in placing an ultimate dependence 
upon ſchemes, however deliberately concerted, 
where opportunity may be had for further trial, 
and confirmation of the ſuirableneſs and - wiſdom 
of the meaſures adopted. In order to take proper 


advantages of this nature, we ſhould eſteem it pru- 
dient to mark the ſeveral ſtages of our labor; — no- 


tice our progreſs in its accompliſhment z— obſerve 
where cur ſcheme was defective ; and in what part 
it has ſucceeded according to our expectations; 
enquire a hat cauſes have conſpired: to proſper our 


plans; and what have tended to retard our pro- 


greſs, and baffle its accdmpliſhment. By ſuch en- 
quiries as theſe we ſhall be enabled to correct the 
errors we have adopted, and puriue the deſired 
AX with redoubled energy, and encreafing ſuc- 
Jo it is, my hearers, in the progreſſion of human 
life. We have doubtleſs adopted rules by which 
we intend to regulate our conduct, in order to 
bring our lives to a glorious and happy termina- 


tion. Now it would be exceedingly: remarkable, 


F 


if, with all our human imperfeQions,.ſome degree 
of error ſhould not happen to be mingled in the 
plan we had propoſed, as the guide and directory 
of our lives. W i 

In looking back upon the ſtages of childhood 
and youth, there are none of us, 1 preſume, who 
are inſenſible of having fallen into many errors, 
and expoſed ourſelves to many finſal deviations 
from the true path of reQitude and virtue. This 
lays the foundation and enforces upon the human 
mind the importance of reflection, and ſerious 
con fideration, upon the complexion and tenor of 
our paſt conduct ia life. ; | 

Txz youth, bordermg to the verge of manhood, 
looks back with contempt upon the trifling 
amuſements of childhood, and deſpiſes all its un- 
meaning joys: The man, of full grown maturity, 
deſpiſes the empty follies and vanities of youth. 
The philoſopher diſdains the ordinary purſuits of 
the man and the true chriſtian deſpiſes them 
all. IT WO M$. 
. Tras is a peculiar advantage we enjoy, as ra- 
tional creatures, above the brutal creation, who 
are almoſt entirely incapable of future amendment, 
dy reflection upon paſt error, By this mean we 
are capable of raiſing our natures to higher, and 


more exalted degrees of perfection, through every 


ſuoceeding period of our exiſtence, till we ſpall be 
ripened, and prepared for the ſociety of angels, and 
thoſe glonificd ſpirits, who furround the throne, and 


- dwell in the immediate preſence of their God. 


Tus improvement capable of being derived from 
theſe larger, and more comprehenſive reviews of 
paſt life and conduct, leads us rationally to ſuggeſt 
the propriety of ſeparating human lite, into ſelect 
-Givitons of more frequent recurrence, to afford the 
mind conſtant dn” tor improvement from 
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reflection upon paſt time and conduct. This me- 4 
thod ſeems to be pointed out and juſtified by the 1 
courſe of nature, and the order of providence, Pins 
The ſucceſſive return of day and night may be ad- fect; 
duced as an example appointed for this purpoſe. 8 
The labors and purſuits of the day engage the 2 
owers of the mind, and employ the ſervice of our 33 
hands, till the dim twilight calls us to ſuſpend our > BY 
toils, and compoſe our diſordered thoughts. 'The "= 5 
darkſome ſhades of evening ſhut from our view the M 

buſy ſcenes of lite, and ſeem'to invite us to ſerious - 
compoſure and reflection. Secluded from the pink, 
rurbulent and perplexing ſcenes of wordly purſuits, aner 
we ſeem urged, by this retreat, to call into view the auge 
employments of the paſt day — carefully to cor- pen 
rect the errors into which we have fallen ,—grate. * 
fully to acknowledge the favors we have received 4 

from the hand of our maker ;—carneftly to implore hs 
bis protection thro the ſilent watches of the night; to 45 
his guidance and direction thro the ſucceeding | 


day; and ſincerely to repoſe our confidence in the 
uninterrupted courſe of his governing providence. 
THe ſucceſhve round of ſeaſons breathes the 
lame language of ſilent admonition and inſtruction; 
and calls aloud for a tribute of gratiude and 
thankſgiving to the all wiſe diſpoſer of them. 
Revolving years addreſs lectures of lively in- 
fruction to the human mind; and ought to excits 
ſenſations of pious reverence and humble gratitude 


in every intelligent ſoul, 5 6e 4 

REVOLUTIONS in the moral world ;—ſcenes of OR 
adverfity, as well as proſperity, are calculated for that. 
our improvement and cdification, and ought to 2 c | 
excite our gratitude and thankſgiving. For tho eee 


2 fflictions, for the preſent, be not joyous but griev- den 
ous, yet they work out tor us, a tar more exceed · in 3 
ing and eternal weight of glory. ty to t 
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Tus works of God, in the order of his provi- 
dence, as they reſpect rational intelligent beings, 
are a pattern of all conceivable excellence and per- 
fection. To illuſtrate and exemplify theſe, ſo as to 
miniſter to the improvement and happineſs of man, 


is not only an indiſpenſable duty, but the moſt 


dignified ſervice which can employ. our rational 


powers, as tending directly to celebrate the glory, 
and publiſh the perfections of the eternal God. 
Most ſucceſsfully to promote this great end was 


the primary deſign of our rulers, in the inſtitution 


of this day of public thankſgiving and acknowledges 
ment 06 Almighty God. Agreeably to the exor- 


dium in the proclamation, we are called afide from 


our ſecular employments, at this time, not only 
in conformity to the /audable practice of our pious 
anceſtors, but becauſe it is a zea/onable duty, tor 
the public review of our. innumerable mercies;— 


to make ſuitable expreſſions of our abſolute de- 


pendence upon the ſupreme ruler of the univerſe ; 
and ſolemnly to remind ourſelves of the indiſpen- 


ſable obligations of gratitude and obedience: to him 


for ali his abundant goodneſs. _ 5 
To guide our meditations upon this ſolemnly 
delightful interview, I have made choice of that 
animating and comprehenfive ſentiment ot the in- 
ſpired ſovereign of Iſrael, recorded in the g7th 
Plalm, it verſe. : > 


The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice.” 

ORDER, my hearers, is nature's firſt law, and 
the ſpecial deſign of this is the diffuſion of hap- 
pineſs thro all claſſes of created beings, in their 
various ſubordinations, relations, connexions and 
dependencies in life. Such is the wiſdom of God 
in the plan of creation, that, every thing necefſa- 
ty to the performance of active beings, in order to 


attain the higheſt perfection and happigels of which 
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rheir natures are capable, is to keep ſteadily with. 
in the ſphere aſſigned them by their alt wiſe crea- 
tor. This, if duly obſerved, would tend immedi- 
ately to accompliſh all the benevolent defigns of 
God, in the creation of intelligent natures ;—har- 
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glorious communion of the heavenly manſions. 
Wꝛ are, my hearers, by the laws of God in our 
2 - creation, confined to the narrow limits of this little 
flucuating globe of earth. But, for the moſt of 
us, this is by far too great a range. We traverſe 
= with our eye the contracted limits of the viſible 
wn borizon ;—viftt the aſſociate manſions and villages 
1 around us, and thus terminate the bounds of our 
= enquiry. This earth, with all its dependencies, 
is a ſubje& too great for our comprehenfion. 
_ FHzxs is a little world within ourſelves, which 
calls for our nobleft exertions to govern and di- 
rect. The ſubjects of this kingdom are the vari- 
os propenſities, appetites, defires and paſſions, 
which inhabit the human breaſt, and like the jar- 
ring interefts of civil communities, require the 
_ conſtant, energy of foverciga reaſon to control. 
He who accompliſhes this duty with fidelity is 
capable of every thing truly grex, benevolent and 
noble. In the beautiful language of inlpiration 
we are aflured' that, he that ruleth his ſpirit, is 
better than be that taketh a city.“ 
Tnar condition in life is moſt happy, where 
government is maintained with ſuch wiſdom as to 
balance all the oppoſite and contending. intereſts, 
and reduce every branch and member of the uni- 
verſal whole to their due ſubordination, and de- 
pendence upon each other. The truth of this ob- 
lervation is applicable to every poſſi bie ſituation is 
human exiſtepce. As it reſpects private, and even 
ſolitary individuals, he is moſt happy who regulates 
and contiols all his affections by the invarlable laws 
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monize every difcordant note ;—and antidate the 


11 
and ohligations of true virtue; The doctrine of 
ſubordination then, has its origin in the very na- 
ture and conſtitution | of man. The powers of 
ſenſe and reaſon are often found at variance, and 
in oppoſition to each other; one then muſt govern,; 
and the other ſubmit. Now there is nothing moxe 
abſurd in nature, than the ſuppoſition that paſſion, 
which is wholly blind, and incapable of attaining 
its own ends, ſhould be the ruling principle in 
man; and there can be nothing plainer, on the con. 
trary, than that moral judgement, reaſon and re- 
flection were deſigned, by our creator, for che ac- 
compliſhment of this deſign; to direct, control 
and govern the actions of rational creatures. 
Where ſuch a dominion as this is eſtabliſhed in the 
human breaſt, and conducted with due wiſdom and 
propriety, there is the moſt. unequivocal eeriainty 
of attaining to a high degree ot perfeckion, and 
conſummate happiness. 
Tuis reaſoning amplifies and extends itſelf to 
every poſſible circumſtance and ſituation in human 
intercourſe. Social domeſtic felicity is moſt hap- 
pily attained and enjoyed, where family govern- 
ment is conducted with wiſdom ;— Where the 
monſtr ous ſuppoſition. of two ſeparate, but Jubordi- 


nate heads, is cemented into one combined equali- 


ty Where dignity and affability are prudently u- 

nited ;—and where ſtern authority, and perſuaſion 

bear mutual ſway. and dominion: | 
From theſe /maller, we may naturally rife to lar- 


ger communities, and obſerve the fame principle 


producing preciſely the ſame effeck. The civil 
policy cf ſtates, empires, and kingdoms bears a 


very near and cloſe analogy to the government of 


the heat, and diſcipline of families and ſmall com- 
munities. Where wiſdom and virtue are ſeated in 
the chair of magiſtracy, there, if any where on 


earth, we may hope and expect to ſee the true 
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12 
rights of nature and of man cultivated and enſoy- 
ed. But, fad is the reflection, that there is nothing 
human without its imperfection. The beſt regu- 
bred heart is liable to be diſturbed by the turbu. 
lence of paſſion z—the moſt harmonious family is 
expoſed to temporary diſſonance ; and the beſt 
concerted ſchemes of national policy may be de - 
ſtroyed by rebellious, diſorganizing zealots, and 
the fiery demagogues of ignorance and ambition. 


Bor becauſe our happineſs is liable to be inter- 


rupted or deſtroyed, ſhall we neglect to ee it 2 
becauſe real bleſſings may be abuſed, ſhall we for- 
bear to chooſe them? Notwithſtanding all theſe 
conſiderations, there is a high and exalted prefer - 


"ence to be given to wiſdom, order and beauty; 
above folly, diſorder and deformity, . For al theſe 
circumſtances of individual, domeftic, and national 
| happineſs, we. are entirely dependent upon the 


great arbiter of nations, and the ſovereign diſpoſer 
of univerfal nature. From theſe ſtreams of his 
goodneſs, the mind is naturally led up to God, who 
is the ſource from which they all proceed. It is 


becauſe the Lord reigneth and diſpoſeth the affurs 
of men by his unerring wiſdom, that we enjoy 


theſe ſignal and diſtinguiſned privileges. The 
kings heart is in the hand of the Lord; as the riv- 
ers of water he turneth it whitherſoever he will. 
The Lord increaſeth the nations and deſtroy eth 
them; he enlargeth the nations, and ſtraighteneth 


them again. He doeth according to his will in 


heaven, and in the earth; in the ſeas, and in all 


deep places. In his hand our breath is, and with 


him are all our ways. n 
In the government of the univerſe, and all ma- 
terial ſyſftemt, we ſee the hand and the wiſdom of 
God uamturmly operating; - producing the utmoſt 
order, uniformity and beauty ;—and terminating 


in eff. ts moit raviſhingly delightful, Theſe are 


ferent 
are n 
caſual 
wholl 
and ot 
tude : 
1dence 
dens, 
= 
earth, 
ditting 
an ext 
preſen! 
mands 
man vi 
or ima 
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and ou 


vine perfection. Happy for us, the creatures of 
his power, that we are not permitted to handle and 
derange this permanent foundation of our joy and 
dependence. In view of this perfectly glorious 
and magnificent ſcheme, we are ready to exelaim 
in the enrapturing language of the divine apoſtle 
and prophet—** Alleluiahz for the Lord God om- 
nipotent reigneth. - | : | 


Bur when we take a view of the affairs of men, 


and the conduct of the moral ſyRem, there we fol- 


low the traces of imperfection and confuſion, in- 


troduced by the agency of man, who is partially 


intruſted with its adminiſtration, 
Tno government be inſtituted by God, and is 
deſigned for the moral pefection and happineſs of 
his intelligent creatures; yet as its adminiſtration 
is committed to the care of imperfect erring mor- 


tals, who are often ſwayed and controlled by dif. 


ferent and contending intereſts and paſſions, we 
are neceſſarily expoſed to many misfortunes and 
calualties, which the beſt concerted policy cannot 
wholly evade. Yet it is a ſubj<& ot no ſmall joy, 
and ought to excite a proportional degree of grat- 
tude that, by the difpolition of an allwiſe provi- 
dence, we are enabled thus to lighten the bur» 
dens, and mitigate the ſufferings ot humanity. 

lx comparilon of every other diviſion of the 
earth, we, as 2 nation, enjoy very important and 
diſtinguiſhing priviledges. We are ſavored with 
an extent of territory, more than equal to our 
preſent neceſſities; and fully adequate to the de- 
mands of poſterity, to the moſt diſtant ken of hu- 
man viſion, or the far remote boundaries of thought, 


or imagination. The nature of our foil is admi- 
Tably adapted to the genius of our counntyweng | 


and our atmoſphere, fanned by perpetual breezes, 


13 
untouched and unimpaired by the ſacrilegious hand 
of mortals; and exhibit a bright poſtrature of di- 


— — —— — eco 


al 
ww. 


I4 
inſpires vital ſoundneſs; health, ſtrength and ener- 


among all our induſtrious citizens; The fruit. WM 1þ 
fulneſs of our ſoil gives confidence to the labors of yie 
the field; and the vernal toils of the huſbandman ref 
render back, and reſtore the ravages of the harveſt. vin 
The certain proſpe&s of wealth invite the great ad 
body of our people to that moſt honorable and anc 
uſeful of all employments, the tillage and culture the 
of the earth; and the. habits of induſtry, attached of 
to this profeſſion, break aſunder the cords of diſſi · es t 
pation, and ſtrengthen the bonds of ſocial virtue of | 


and happineſs. - Our fields and ſubject animals 
furniſh the choiceſt materials to ſhield our bodies 
from the inclemency of ſeaſons 5 and the {kill of 
our artiſts promiſe the ſpeedy perfection of the 
moſt delicate manufactures. CY 
Fon the ſtorehouſes of our kindred ocean we 
annually extract copious ſupplies for the food of 
man; while our bays, lakes and rivers, at all 
times, invite the hungry to the moſt delicate te- 
paſt, Theſe, like the widows cruſe of oil, fail not 
by conſtant uſage; but are a perpetual memorial 
that the Lord reigneth.“ . 
The vintage and the harveſt are likewiſe ours. 
Our granaries are filled with the fineſt of the wheat, 
and our barns are ſtored with the natural aliment 
of thoſe harmleſs animals, which, in their turn, 
furniſh our tables, and yield themſelves for out 
nouriſhment and ſupport. Let not the infant 
ſtate of our vintage furniſh occaſion for the intro- 
duttion of burning diſtilations, which carry intheir 
train complicated maladies and diſtreſs ; but ra- 
ther double our induſtry to correct its deficiencies, 
and render it copious and complete. | 
In addition to ſupplying the demands of our 
own country, the treaſures of the deep, and 
The copious abundauce of our harveſts miniſter to 


* 


75; 


me neceffities of foreign. leſs happy climes,” and 


yield us, in return, the gratiſications of taſte and 
refivement. Verily this, year is crowned with di- 
vine goodneſs; and we have abundant reaſon to, 
adopt the devout. language of the pious pſalmiſt, 
and . him exclaim he lord reigneth, let 
the earth rejoice. 

A general diffuſion of ule ful information promis. 
es the progreſſive inveſtigation and future ſupport 
of the native rights, and inalienable privileges of 
man. In our children and youth we fondly fancy 
the lineaments of diſtinguiſhed ſtateſmen, and he- 
roes ;—the patrons of humavity, and the ſuture. 
guardians of our liberties and our laws. We are diſ- 
tinguiſhed, and tayored above all other nations, in 
the conſlitution and adminiſtration of our govern- 
ment. Under a conſtitution like ours, there is a 


twofold odligation to ſaithſulneſs in legiſlators. 
The praiſe of men, united with an approving con- 


ſcience, forms a very powertul motive to honelty; 
in deliberation. But when it is conſidered that; 
they are. enacting laws for the government of 
themſelves, when their period of , adminiſtration, 
ball expice, the principle of ſelflove caits a power*: 
ful balance into the ſcale of honeſty and upiightnels,. 

, Qux lot is happily caſt. where we enj y the Au- 
cular priviledge ot ſetting under laws of cur own. 
adoption, and rulers of our own chuoling ;—where. 
the baſe artifices of factious intrigue, altho practzſed 
by the vile miſcreants of rebellion, is however de- 
graded and deſpiſed by every honeſt man, That 
ſuch ſhould find tollowers aud prolclytes is no 
phenomenon in the hidory of nations. They are 
uluelly beyond recovery, being too wiſe for in- 
{lruQion. For as Solomon jultly obſerves the 
fluggatd, is wiſer, in his own conccit, than fevey 
men that. can render a icilon ;—and the YOu, 
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16 
ſhould bray a fool in a mortar, among wheat with 


a peſtle, yet will not his folly depart from him.“ 


Aux covert, or underhanded meaſures for pro- 
motion, ſhow a conſciouſneſs of feanty merit; and 
any one who is found guilty of them, may be ex- 


Red to have formed reſolutions incongruous 


with the incumbent duties of a faithful magiſtrate. 

Tux common vinculum, which unites the in- 
tereſts of all the various ſtates and nations of the 
earth, unavoidably implicates us in the confuſion 
and diſtreſſes, which agitate the eaſtern world. 


Our infant navy, tho oppreſſed by the perfid ious 


and rapacious republic, promiſes the ſpeedy accom- 


pliſhment of exploits, as far fuperior to its paſt. 


atchievments, as the infant ſtruggles of: Hercules 
in his cradle were ſurpaffed by the renowned at- 
chievments of the ſult grown hero. 
period not far diſtant when the five headed mon- 
ſtet ſhall tremble at the ſound of her thunder ;— 


and like the trembling Ifraelites of old, aſtoniſhed 
at the long ſounding of the trumpet, and the 


mountain of ſmoke, ſhall beg for the [peedy return 


of aur inſulted miniſters of peace, ſaying “ ſpeak 


thou agam with us, and we will now hear; but 
ſpeak no more to us in ſuch terrors, leſt we die“ 
TRE only conſoling refleftion, which we can 
extract from a view of theſe ſcenes of horror and 
delolation, is frum the ſuggeſtion of the text, that 
*© the Lord reigneth.“ This turbulent oppdſition 


to the righteof nature and of man ;—to the rights 


of truth and of religion may yet, by the overtul- 
ing providence of God, terminate in the more 


; glorious eſtabliſhment of both, 


France, like the ancieat Aſſyrians, may be only 
the rod of Gad's anger, and the ſtaff of his indigna- 
tion, to chaſtiſe the idolatrous nations around them, 
and Ibemſelves with the ret. For this purpoſe they 


We view the 


po 
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- 


to deſtroy, and cut off nations not a few. ' There- 


fore i ſhall come to paſs that, when the Lord hath. 
performed his whole work, he will puniſh the 
fruit of the ſtout heart of the regency of Fraxce,, 


and the glory of their high looks. Tho they boaſt 
that by the ſtrength of their own hand they have. 
done all this; —that they have, by theic own pow - 
er, rewoved the bounds of the people; robbed 
their treaſures, and put down the inhabitants like 


A valiant man; — tho they proudly arrogate that 
they have found, as A neſt, the riches of the peo · 
ple; and as one. gathereth eggt that are left, have 


they gathered all the earth-;—and there was none 


that moved the wing, or opened the mguth, or 


peeped ;—yet the Lord, even the Lord of hoſts,” 


ſhall ſend among their fat ones leanneſs, and un- 
der their glory Mall be kindle à burning, like the 


burning of a fire. [II. 10. 


THANKS be to God that we enjoy a peaceful 
retreat from theſe ſcenes of flaughter, deſolation 
and death. Let us then ſincerely rejoice that, un- 
der the reign of divine wiſdom, this is our happy 


8 lot. * 


To conc,upte— The doctrine of che text is an 
undeniable reaſon for the moſt ſolema and conſtant 
reverence of the ſupreme being, on whom we are 
abſolutely dependent, and from whom we receive 
every bleſſing we enjoy. It teaches us likewiſe 
that our only ſecurity lies in his p: oteCtion, and in 
being the objects of his gracious regard. 

IN all circumitances, whether proſperous or ad- 
verſe, we are bound to acknowledge the wiſe ap- 
pointment of the great inviſible diſpoſer of events; 
de thanktul to him for every inſtance of prolper- 
ity, and patient and humble under aff tive viſita» 


„ 
may be permitted to take the ſpoil, and the prey, 
and to tread them down like the mire of the ſtreet. 
Howbeit, they mean not ſo, but it is their delign. 
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rions. If we thus diſcharge the preper duties of 
every ſtate and condition in life, and are diligent- 
ly employed in the practice of univerſal virtue, we 
may lat ionally rejoice in the comfortable proſpect 
ct his ſpecial direction and favor, ; — we may then 
allopt the ſublime and triumphant language of the 
prophet—* altho the figtree ſhall not bloſſom, nei- 
ther ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labor of the 

_ olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, 
the flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 
ſhall be no herd in the Ralls, yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will jay in the God of my ſalvation,” 


— The Lord rcigueth, let the earth rejoice ! p 
{263UTP41 215114 7 10 1321 
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